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The word instructional design has been widely used to depict a discipline that is concerned with understanding 

and improving the process of instruction (Reigeluth, 2013). Instructional design is sometimes interchangeably 

used to refer to different terms such as learning design. In the current era, Learning Design can be considered as 

an amalgamation of several contemporary design traditions actively used within current teaching, learning, 

training, and development professions.  It comes from foundations in Instructional Design, and its variants of 

Instructions System Design, Instructional System Technology, Instructional Technology and Instructional Science.  

It has borrowed heavily from Experience Design, and has extended that mindfulness about user experience into 

a focus on Learning Experiences. The different terminologies have been evolving, and they have been influenced 

by constant developments in learning sciences and our collective approaches to how learning should be 

designed. However, there is still widespread confusion about what these terms entail (Maloney, 2016; 

Lieberman, 2018). From an epistemological perspective, it is crucial to understand the implications and true 

meanings of these various titles to be able to frame future practices and establish credibility. 

In this study, 513 research articles and proceedings that include the specific keywords instructional design and 

learning design in their titles were analyzed using descriptive statistics (to offer a time trend analysis for these 

publications), text-mining (to analyze lexical relationships in the titles and abstracts of the sampled articles), and 

social network analysis (to investigate keyword patterns) approaches. The results of the social network analysis 

and text-mining demonstrated that in publications that have instructional design in their titles, certain themes 

emerged such as theory-driven approaches, technology-informed design, instructional design for higher 

education, and keyword patterns related to assessment and evaluation whereas in publications that have 

learning design in their titles resulted in themes such as design-thinking and user experience-driven approaches, 

online learning-informed designs, analytic approaches and engagement-based learning design. The results were 

discussed in the light of the emerging themes to provide an interpretation of how the use of these keywords 

have been evolving and offer a glimpse on the future directions in our field with specific emphasis on instructional 

design, learning design and other learning design-based practices. 
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